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Title: “The Rainforest Holds Answers to Questions we have yet to Ask” (Mark Plotkin quotes a Suriname saying) 
Grades: 11-12  		 			
Subjects: 
·  English Language Arts  
Unit Objectives:
·  Students will be introduced to different threats that the Amazon and Indigenous people are being subject to.
· Students will generate a unique question after watching the films then conduct sustained research in an attempt to answer the question. 
· Students use multiple sources and ensure their appropriateness.
· Students write an essay that outlines their question and their research findings and also create a multimedia project that will be presented to other classrooms in the school to raise awareness about the threats in the Amazon. 
Common Core Standards for Grade 11-12:   
· English Language Arts

· Language Strand

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7
Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation.[endnoteRef:1] [1:  Common Core State Standards Grade 11-12 Research to Build and Present Knowledge (Writing Standards) CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.7. (2010) Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.7/© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved] 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8
Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using advanced searches effectively; assess the strengths and limitations of each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding plagiarism and overreliance on any one source and following a standard format for citation. [endnoteRef:2] [2:  Common Core State Standards Grade 11-12 Research to Build and Present Knowledge (Writing Standards) CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.8. (2010) Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/#CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.11-12.8/© Copyright 2010. National Governors Association Center for Best Practices and Council of Chief State School Officers. All rights reserved] 


Correlation to the Amazon Rainforest and Indigenous Rights 
· This unit exposes students to high quality films that teach about the importance of the Amazon, the intricacies inherent in indigenous cultures residing in the Amazon and the need to preserve Amazon and all of its inhabitants. Students accomplish this task through generating a question of interest, researching them and writing a well thought out and planned essay.
Required Materials: 
· Ancient Voices, Modern World: Colombia & Amazon (Dvd available on National Geographic’s website or on Amazon.com) (90 minutes running time)

http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/product/dvd-favorites---each-%249.99-or-3-for-%2425/ancient-voices--modern-world%3A-colombia---amazon-dvd-exclusive[endnoteRef:3] [3:  Davis, W. (2014). Ancient Voices, Modern World: Colombia & Amazon. Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://shop.nationalgeographic.com/ngs/product/dvd-favorites---each-$9.99-or-3-for-$25/ancient-voices--modern-world:-colombia---amazon-dvd-exclusive © 2014 National Geographic Society. All Rights Reserved] 



· Wade Davis: The Wayfinders: Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the Modern World (106 minutes running time) 
http://www.daviswade.com/#mi=1&pt=0&pi=13&p=-1&a=-1&at=0[endnoteRef:4] [4:  Davis, W. (2015). The Wayfinders: Why Ancient Wisdom Matters in the Modern World. Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://www.daviswade.com/#mi=1&pt=0&pi=13&p=-1&a=-1&at=0] 



· Tasso Azevedo:Hopeful lessons from the battle to save rainforests (Ted Talk) (15 minutes running time)[endnoteRef:5] [5:  Azevedo, T. (2014, October). Tasso Azevedo:Hopeful lessons from the battle to save rainforests (Ted Talk). Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://www.ted.com/talks/tasso_azevedo_hopeful_lessons_from_the_battle_to_save_rainforests#t-154517© TED Conferences LLC] 


http://www.ted.com/talks/tasso_azevedo_hopeful_lessons_from_the_battle_to_save_rainforests#t-154517

(Please review the resources below. In some instances there is non-sexualized nudity due to cultural dress)
· Mark Plotkin: What the people of the Amazon know that you don’t (Ted Talk) (16 minutes running time)
http://www.ted.com/talks/mark_plotkin_what_the_people_of_the_amazon_know_that_you_don_t[endnoteRef:6] [6:  Plotkin.M.(2014 October). Mark Plotkin: What the people of the Amazon know that you don’t (Ted Talk). Retrieved January 23, 2014, from http://www.ted.com/talks/mark_plotkin_what_the_people_of_the_amazon_know_that_you_don_t© TED Conferences LLC] 

· Children of the Jaguar made in Participation with The Indigenous Kichwa People of Sarayaku and Amnesty International (28 minutes running time)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma1QSmtuiLQ[endnoteRef:7] [7:  Amnesty International, Kichwa People. (2013, July 25). Children of the Jaguar made in Participation with The Indigenous Kichwa People of Sarayaku and Amnesty International (You Tube). Retrieved January 23, 2015, from https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma1QSmtuiLQ] 

· Children of the Amazon by Denise Zmekhol (also refer to the study guides under the heading Educators) (72 minutes running time)
http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/[endnoteRef:8] [8:  Zmekhol, D. (2010). Children of the Amazon. Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/] 

http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/for-teachers/[endnoteRef:9] [9:  Zmekhol, D. (2010, January 1). Children of the Amazon. Retrieved January 23, 2015, from http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/for-teachers/
 ] 
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	Introduction

Day 1-2:

Time: 2 class periods

 Materials :

· Movies and video clips as stated in the Required Materials list

Activity :

Inform students that they will be watching documentaries with the ultimate goal of generating their own research questions on the topic of the Amazon and its people from their viewing.

The class wil watch the Ted talk by Tasso Azevedo entitled Hopeful Lessons from the Battle to Save the Rainforest (refer to the link above).

After the Ted talk the teacher will use the 5 Ws (who, what, when, where, why and how) to discuss different aspects of the video. From this discussion, the teacher will guide the crafting of an example research question, so that students understand the process. Teachers can use a prompt such as, “I wonder...” to create the question.  Once the research question has been created, the teacher will demonstrate applying the 5 Ws to the question in order to identify areas of investigation for the research. The teacher will then explain to students that they will repeat this process on their own, using the films in the required list.  

Show the movies suggested in the required materials, or a selection of 3. Make sure students are ready for taking notes during the screening of the films, as it is from this information that they will generate their own research questions.

 Day 4-7

Time: 3-4 class periods (depending on the film selection)

Materials :

· Remaining videos from the required materials list

Activity: 

Students will screen the remaining videos and take down notes. After the videos students will engage in a class discussion and a discussion in pairs about the research question they chose.

Discussion Questions

· What are some new things you learned during the course of these films?
· Was there anything that inspired you?
· How did these films make you feel? 
· Did you enjoy these films? If so why?


Activity:

Students will be placed in pairs to discuss their individual research question and they will work on refining their questions. After they have discussed and refined their questions they will hand it in to the teacher for approval.

· What made you choose your research question?
· What film inspired you?
· Can you discuss some of the 5Ws surrounding your research question?(why, who, what, where, when, how)
· Do you think your topic is too broad?
· Is there a way you can narrow it?
· What are you most curious about learning from your research?


Day 8:

 Time: 45 minutes

 Materials :

· Vocabulary BLM1, Assessing a Credible Source BLM2 and Research Organizer BLM3



Activity: 

The teacher will begin by handing back the research questions with some feedback. Students will revise their research questions if necessary. The teacher will photocopy and go over BLM1 with the class, which reviews the following vocabulary:
 
· Objective
· Source
· Bias
· Agenda
· Credible

The teacher will handout Assessing a Credible Source BLM2. If the teacher wants to delve further into assessing credible sources then they can find an article for the entire class to read and then ask the class to scrutinize the article using the questions in BLM2.	

Students will be given BLM3 the Research Organizer. The teacher will go over how the research organizer works as students begin researching the next day.



	Middle

Day 9-11: 

Time: 3 class periods

Materials:

· Research Organizer BLM3, internet, magazines, newspapers etc...

Activity:

Students will begin their research using the Research Organizer BLM3 to aid them. Students can use internet sources, newspapers or credible magazines to conduct their research. They are to assess the credibility of each source and input the most valuable information into BLM3 and attempt to organize it in a structured manner. All essays are required to have proper citations and a bibliography. Teachers can review the reference process with their students.

 Day 12 

Time: 45 minutes

Materials:


· Essay outline BLM4 and Reflection Questions BLM5

Activity :

The teacher will introduce BLM4 which is an essay outline. The teacher will review how to write a thesis and will provide an example of how to fill in the essay outline. Students will work on their essay outlines, using their research organizer to aid them. 

When students have completed the essay outline BLM4 they will be given Reflection Questions BLM5 and they will be required to fill it in. BLM5 asks the following questions:

· Think of a creative way to begin your essay. How are you going to hook the interest of your reader?

· What impression will your reader walk away with after having read your essay?

· What were the causes and effects surrounding your research question? How will the causes and effects be implemented into your essay?

· Will you include tables or charts in your essay? How will this help clarify the points made in your essay?

· Did your research answer all of the 5ws satisfactorily?





Day 12-15:

Time: 3-4 class periods

Materials:

· Research Organizer BLM3, Essay Outline BLM4 and Reflection Questions BLM5, BLM6 Peer Reviewed Criteria, Essay Rubric and lined paper or a laptop

Activity :

 The teacher will go over the Peer Review Sheet BLM6 with the class so students are aware of what is expected of them. Students will write a rough draft, revise it and have it peer reviewed. After students have had their essay peer reviewed and they have made the necessary revisions they can begin writing their good copy as per the writing process. The good copies of the essay will be handed in and assessed using Essay Rubric. 



	Conclusion
Day 16:

Time: 

Materials:

· Laptops, computers, various multimedia equipment

Activity:

Students will work in groups of 3 or 4 to create an awareness-raising multimedia project synthesizing the knowledge they have learned throughout the unit. They will utilize the knowledge gained through watching videos, group discussion and each student’s personal essay research. As a group they will organize the knowledge learned so as to present it to other students at school and the community. Students could use PowerPoint, a short movie, a podcast, an interactive blog entry or any other creative idea using multimedia that can be broadcasted for the purposes of educating others on the Amazon, its people and the threats that they face. The teacher can choose to assess the multimedia project.


Raising Awareness and Fundraising Ideas for the Classroom   
There are many things you can do to make a difference. Here are some fun and engaging activities to help raise awareness and fundraise money to help protect the Amazon Rainforest and its indigenous inhabitants. Donating the funds you collect to Amazon Watch will make a world of difference.  Information on how and where to send your funds is included at the end of the document. Thank you for your support! 

Information about Amazon Watch
For over fifteen years, Amazon Watch has been an effective force in supporting indigenous and environmental movements on the front lines of halting destructive development. Now with the very future of the Amazon rainforest at risk, we are all called upon to scale up our level of commitment to this work! Join us in protecting and advancing indigenous rights and cultural survival while protecting some of the most biologically diverse tropical rainforest on the planet.

Awareness Raising and Fundraising Ideas
· Social Media Platforms
· Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, as well as Periscope.

· Global Forest Watch
· http://www.globalforestwatch.org/





· Amazon Watch Peer to Peer Fundraising Platform 

· Create a personal fundraising page and raise money for the cause
https://support.amazonwatch.org/events/help-indigenous-leaders-bring-their-message-to-un-climate-summit-keep-oil-ground/e61649
· Hold Film Screenings 
Hold film screenings in the gym to raise awareness. Schools are encouraged to review the material before presenting it to public. People can donate to the cause as they enter or leave the presentation. Here are some films that can be watched for free:

· The Amazon Rainforest: A video from Amazon Watch http://amazonwatch.org/about
· Children of the Jaguar: A film in collaboration with Amnesty international and the Kichwa people of Sarayaku  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma1QSmtuiLQ
· Children of the Amazon: Click on Educators to find some excellent film clips or else to purchase the film. Mature content advisory: contains some nudity to differences in cultural dress.  http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/  and http://www.childrenoftheamazon.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/COA-copy.jpg
· A Death in Sion: A film about the Achuar by US filmmaker Adam Goldstein and the Federation of Native Communities in the Corrientes River. Talks about the impact of petroleum in Corrientes. 
http://vimeo.com/2054641

· The magic of the Amazon: A river that flows invisibly all around: A TED talk by Antonio Donato Nobre http://www.ted.com/talks/antonio_donato_nobre_the_magic_of_the_amazon_a_river_that_flows_invisibly_all_around_us#t-476793

· Wade Davis TED Talk on Endangered Cultures http://www.ted.com/talks/wade_davis_on_endangered_cultures

· Wade Davis Ted Talk on The Worldwide Web of Belief and Ritual http://www.ted.com/talks/wade_davis_on_the_worldwide_web_of_belief_and_ritual

· Defending the Rivers of the Amazon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K-seAAIsJLQ

· Dams are not a climate solution
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnG_b6egjFk

· Message from Pandora
https://vimeo.com/14459066

· Xingu Rising
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ohw1mf4qjek

· Damocracy (35minute documentary)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vnMD4e6nLms

· Can and Bottle Collections 
Find out the value of bottles and cans in your city. Inform the student about the upcoming recycling fundraiser. Designate a place that will hold all the cans and bottles. Sort the recyclables and have a volunteer transport the cans and bottles to the recycling facility. Collect the money and donate it to Amazon Watch.¸

http://www.wikihow.com/Do-a-Bottle-Drive
· Make a Fundraising Anaconda
Come up with a reasonable fundraising goal. Draw a beautiful giant anaconda. Be creative! Cut the large anaconda into sections and have students take those pieces home. Have people donate to your cause and then have them write their names on the various sections of the anaconda. Tape the giant anaconda in the hallway when the class has reached their goal to draw awareness to the plight of the Amazon.

http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20





· Dress Down Day
Are uniforms mandatory at your school? Have a dress down day where students donate $2 to Amazon Watch so that they can where their own casual clothes to school. If students also want to raise awareness they can all dress in one colour that they think represents the Amazon (i.e. green) or younger students can dress up as animals from the Amazon.

http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20
· Spelling Bee
Organize a spelling bee in the class and have family and friends sponsor the students. Use words you learned in class that pertain to the Amazon. 
http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20
· Dance Your Socks Off

Host a school dance in the gym. It can be around Halloween or Christmas, or a Spring Dance. All the proceeds can be donated to Amazon Watch.       
                                                                                                 
http://www.worldlandtrust.org/supporting/fundraising/top-20
· Save your pennies
Collect spare change in a bottle or jar and donate the funds.  
http://www.ecoplum.com/greenliving/view/242?_dispatch=gcontents/view/242
· Clean-A-Thon
Have a school yard clean up day or clean up a green space under teacher supervision. Have family members sponsor students in the class for the day, or for the amount of garbage they collect. Donate funds to Amazon Watch.
http://www.sustainableschools.org/take-action/eco-friendly-fundraisers
· Sign Petitions Online 
Click on the following link to watch educational videos and sign petitions to help preserve the Amazon rainforest:  
http://amazonwatch.org/take-action
· Print Resources to Distribute from Amazon Watch
· The Slimy Seventeen
· The Amazonian Tribespeople Who Sailed Down the Seine
· "Beneath the Canopy: Achuar Fight Against Big Oil and Climate Change."
· Crude 

· Letter Writing Campaigns
Have the class write letters to government officials and the presidents of companies active in the Amazon basin, urging them to make a positive difference in the Amazon. Inform them of your love for all beings residing in the Amazon and of their value to all of us. Mail them to the following places: 
· Chevron Corporation Worldwide Headquarters
6001 Bollinger Canyon Rd.
San Ramon, CA, USA 94583 
Telephone: +1  925.842.1000 

· Minister of the Environment, Brazil

Mrs. Izabella Teixeira
Esplanada dos Ministérios, 
Bloco B - 70068-900, Brasília - DF, Brazil

· Minister of the Environment, Ecuador

Dr. Daniel Ortega
Operational Focal Point since 2015-12-21
Minister of Environment of Ecuador
  		Ministry of Environment of Ecuador
		Calle Madrid 1159 y Andalucia
		Quito
		Ecuador
		Tel: +593 2 398 7600 ext. 1701; 1611
		Fax:
		Email: dvortega@ambiente.gob.ec



· Cam Hill-Macon

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Office of International and Tribal Affairs (2670R)
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC 20460
E-mail: hill-macon.cam@epa.gov
(202) 564-6408

*The EPA works with national and local environmental agencies in Brazil to exchange information on environmental management and risk reduction in areas of mutual interest.

· HE President Dilma Rousseff

Presidente da República Federativa do Brasil
Gabinete do Presidente
Palácio do Planalto
Praça dos Três Poderes
70150-900 
Brasília DF
Brazil

· His Excellency Juan Manuel Santos

President of the Republic
Carrera 8 n. 7-26
Palacio de Nariño,
Santa Fe de Bogotá
Colombia
· S.E. Humala

Presidente de la República del Perú
Palacio de Gobierno
Plaza de Armas
Lima 1
Peru


· Exmo. Ministro José Eduardo Cardozo

Ministro da Justiça
Ministério da Justiça
Esplanada dos Ministerios, Bloco T
70064-900, DF
Brasilia
Brazil

· Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

c/o OHCHR-UNOG
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
Victoria Tauli Corpuz
1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland
indigenous@ohchr.org
Fax: +41 – 22 917 90 06

*The Special Rapporteur promotes good practices, including new laws, government programs, and constructive agreements between indigenous peoples and states, to implement international standards concerning the rights of indigenous peoples

Where to send your funds
Amazon Watch is a non-profit organization founded in 1996 to protect the rainforest and advance the rights of indigenous peoples in the Amazon Basin. We partner with indigenous and environmental organization in campaigns for human rights, corporate accountability and the preservation of the Amazon’s ecological systems. Please send your donations with the attached form below to:

· Amazon Watch
2201 Broadway, Suite 508
Oakland, CA 94612

· http://amazonwatch.org/assets/files/donate-to-amazon-watch.pdf

Fundraising Contact at Amazon Watch: Mariola Fernandez at mariola@amazonwatch.org 
Or you can send online donations through pay pal, or use your credit card at the following link:  https://amazonwatch.org/donate

